examination open to all students, or by providing an outline or exemplar of good
examination answers.

7. Period of Retention of Examination Materials

Law schools approved by the American Bar Association should practice the policy of
retaining examination booklets for a period of one year. This policy applies only if the
examination booklet has not been returned to the student.

8. Retention of Records

Law schools approved by the American Bar Association should retain admission,
financial aid and placement records for a one-year period.

9. Interference in Law School Clinical Activities

Improper attempts by persons or institutions outside law schools to interfere in the
ongoing activities of law school clinical programs and courses have an adverse impact on
the quality of the educational mission of affected law schools and jeopardize principles of
law school self-governance, academic freedom, and ethical independence under the ABA
Code of Professional Responsibility. In appropriate ways, the Council shall assist law
schools in preserving the independence of law school clinical programs and courses.

10. Timely Grading of Law School Examinations
Law schools should adopt and maintain policies for timely grading of law school
examinations. It is urged that such policies provide for completion of the grading and
notification of results to the students not later than 30 days following the last examination
of the term.

11. Pass/Fail Grading

At its August, 1970 meeting the Council of the Section of Legal Education and
Admissions to the Bar decided to endorse the following statement issued earlier by the
Law School Admission Council on the impact of pass/fail grading by undergraduate
colleges upon the law school admission process. This statement has also been endorsed
by the Executive Committee of the Association of American Law Schools.

The adoption by an increasing number of colleges and universities of pass/fail or similar
grading systems for some or all of their students’ work has implications for the law
school admissions process. When a student with a transcript bearing such grades seeks to
enter law school, law school admissions committees will be deprived of data that have
served them well in the past in making the admissions decision. In the belief that college
and university faculties and administrations who are considering conversion of a
conventional grading system to a pass/fail or some variant system may be interested in
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